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SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN POLITICAL CRISIS 

1. ON THE AFTERNOON OF NOVEMBER 1 1 THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 
REVOKED WHITLAM'S COMMISSION AS PRIME MINISTER AND APPOINTED 
OPPOSITION LEADER FRASER AS CARETAKER PRIME MINISTER PENDING A 
DOUBLE DISSOLUTION OF BOTH HOUSES AND GENERAL ELECTIONS. 

THE GOVERNOR GENERAL IN HIS STATEMENT SAID THAT A PRIME MINISTER 
WHO COULDN’T ASSURE THE PASSAGE OF THE SUPPLY BILLS MUST EITHER 
CALL FOR ELECTIONS OR RESIGN SINCE WHITLAM WAS UNWILLING TO 
ADOPT EITHER COURSE THE GOVERNOR GENERAL ASSERTED THAT HE HAD 
THE RIGHT TO DISMISS HIM. THE AUSTRALIAN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
IS CURRENTLY IN AN UPROAR. THE HOUSE JUST VOTED DOWN A MOTION 
BY FASER TO DISSOLVE ITSELF. FURTHER DETAILS FOLLOW. 
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